Legal Importation and Possession of Masterpiece Megatron MP-05

Meeting at NSW Police Ministry, 12 September 2007
I had a meeting at the NSW Police Ministry in Sydney today with Georgina Gold, Principal Policy Analyst, Mr Feargus O’Connor, Policy Manager, and Senior Constable Rosalind Brown, Forensic Ballistics Unit (NSW Police Force). 
MP-05 to be classified a “prohibited weapon”

They displayed four prohibited weapons to me:

1. a real Walther P-38 pistol,
2. a homemade version of a Walther P-38,
3. a large automatic pistol, and
4. MP-05 Megatron in Alt mode.
Items 2, 3 and 4 were all comparable in size, but item 1 was smaller.

This was done to demonstrate to me the reasoning for the decision that MP-05 is and will continue to be classified a replica and therefore a prohibited weapon in NSW. While Megatron did look a bit silly next to the other real guns, most people will not be afforded the opportunity to compare him to a real gun when being held up or robbed.
Accordingly, I had to agree with the assessment. I raised the issue of the sale of toy guns in the cheap shops and the ballistics officer confirmed that the local police should be dealing with these shops as the situations come to their attention.

Having done that, Georgina, Mr O’Connor and I continued discussing the matter. From the outset I must stress that everyone involved, including the Minister, is very sympathetic to the problem. Georgina herself is a Transformers fan and has some figures. The meeting then turned to how we as collectors could get hold of MP-05 without breaking the law, and working within the framework of the current law. If you are caught with MP-05 at present in NSW, you could be imprisoned for up to 14 years.

Policies in other States

We discussed the processes and policies in other States. While we all know WA has got some through, it appears that there have been applications knocked back. Queensland seems to be the most flexible at present. Her understanding was that SA had not yet made a final decision. 

The reason for the different policies in each State, other than the peculiarities of the state-based federal system, includes different priorities. New South Wales has a higher rate of hold-ups and armed robberies using replicas than the other States. Another example was that NSW has a big problem with organised crime, so there needs to be legislation and powers regarding surveillance and so on, while some States, like Tasmania, simply don’t need it.

The solution

Those seeking to import and keep MP-05 need to follow the existing framework which is in place for the importation and possession of other prohibited weapons. In brief, this is as follows:
1. You need to be a member of a club of collectors of prohibited weapons.

2. The club needs to follow all formal requirements of such a club.

3. The MP-05 needs to be stored securely. In this case the Ministry is content with a locked glass cabinet.

4. A permit is required from the Firearms Registry for the possession of MP-05, which involves all the usual checks, including criminal record, whether you are an appropriate person to possess the item, and whether you have a valid reason to possess the item (in this case, collecting).

5. The Manager of the Firearms Registry has agreed to waive the usual fees applicable to such a course of action.

6. The permit lasts for 5 years and then you need to reapply.

Where to from here?

This is great news, and is better than the compromise position I thought we’d have to adopt. I will look into setting up the club and will invite people to join. The club will be NSW-based only because these laws and requirements apply only to NSW.  

The Firearms Registry will be issuing the B709 form to customs and will be contacting those who have had their MP-05 impounded. This will give us time to set up the club and then obtain the permits. I will provide more information when the Ministry sends it to me.

I ask that all of you please ask around to see if you can find someone who sells appropriate lockable glass cabinets and who could perhaps sell them in bulk to us. Other suggestions are welcomed.
Ministerial announcement

The Minister for Police and the Illawarra, Mr David Campbell, will make an announcement in the very near future. I will receive a copy and will post it once I have it.

Other States

I strongly urge residents of other States, especially Victoria, to talk to their Police Minister and ask him/her to consider the NSW model.
What about my Court date?

I believe that the issuing of the B709 and the Ministerial announcement will be good grounds for an adjournment until the club has been set up and you have obtained your permit. If you need me to help you with the Court process, please let me know.

Tibor Csapo

12 September 2007 

